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interview #10 


ferdinando Zunino. s#orn in Cuno, italy. 

ae Cuno is in a mountainous section of italy. ‘here were 

four in the family. ee 
‘ Earzy in Life young Cuno had the deisre uct tether 

lawyer or a singer. ‘ithe nearest he came to it, however, was 


‘ hgh F Py * *, -~ : 
Singing, and then only in a minor manner. He used to go to 


a SE a es 


acon? Sndis ire. Vecelli is in Novara where the largest - F 
accordian plent in Ltaly ha8 been built. in fact, Vecelli =“ 
is almost the home of the accordion or hermonies as it.is Se 
BS cake known in italian. Because of poverty, young Zunino was never 
Bs able to realize his ambition. He went into basket weaving. 
in this he was most efficient, so much so that indirectly 
it led to his coming to America, though here he went into 
bricklaying, being more money for him. 
"where are two in the family, a boy and girl. Whet 
© Zunino lost himself, however, he is making up to his son. 


= 


‘the Bon is considered one of the best accordion players on 
ar" ; , 


this side ofthe bay. 
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| tanino lives on Rees Avenue in Oakland near the 
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Italian. Age 56. 
Born in east. 
Occupation. Grocer. 
Lives. Hast Oakland 


Remarks 

This man has a little grocery store in East Oakland 
near the estuary and is the poorer part of town. Not much 
doing in this district on account of factories either closed 
or working on a curtailed basis. Many people have left this 
district and gone with the rest into the fruit district and 
country canneries. The cotton mills are in this district 
among some other factories, but not much doing. This dis- 


trict is very poor and many people are thrown into idleness. 


Would classify "About Average". 
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This family came from a small town in Sicily, where they 


lived in a house with huge stone walls and rock floors, just 
Gn 
a living room where the cooking was done 8 room for sleeping 


e ett 
{ ah un Cae Kiong Bett 


Ne 
quarters, stove was used for cooking, this—wes done over 


sort of \a ee eres.) 


Ne ER i niemermese: 


ha families in this neighborhood lived in onty one large 


(eo with no plaster on the walls. A fire was made in 


__ es 


the middle of the room on the rock floor. The cooking was done 
over this fire and at the same time heated up the room, the 


smoke escaping through air holes in the roof. The beds were 


usually placed in one end of the room where the whole family | 


Slept. 

The father of this family worked as a coppersmith earning 
a living for his family, until a flood came and washed the | 
home away s p nerly decided to come to America .f ed he 


‘Ue thee family lived in the east for ‘five. years, During this , 


time the son learned the e sheet metal trade. () 


ON a SAN mH ey i I 


a “=f, LL. 


htebks tine the femily, moved to San Francisco, 
The father obtained work as a ee ae es ete son went 
to work at the trade he learned in the east. Aad ortptebeaenc ri | 
being employed by the largest Sheet Metal Works in San Francisco, 
eae remained with this firm for seventeen years. He jer ae 
firm to go into business for himself in Oakland. He became | 


quite prosperous, and is now 1) ide SE his son is carrying 


on the business. | 
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‘United States of America where he had done so well and wasted 4 


little time in getting back to his home in California. 
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Report by OA Morris 
2112 Union street 


os an, 
idence variable; now near corner of Pacific and Columbi~r + 


(i Miss Pacchisi (spelling doubtful) is reticent or evasive about 

w and why she came to America. ‘She "believes" she came to this country 
bout 2O years 480. Also, she is uncertain as to epplication for 

- neturelization. 

aie In an interview she continuously gives the impression she is 

- eovering up. She knows she has lived in New York, Kansas City and 

_ San Frencisco, "may be other cities.” 

Q.-And you came here with a man? 

A.-May be s0. 

Q3-Why did you come to California? 

&.-May be to make money. 

Q.-For a man? 

Beet) A.-May be SO. 

Q.-Do you have to give your man whet you earn? 

A..-Some. 

Qe-Nearly all? 

| A.-Nearly all. 

a | Q.-Do you have to pay San Francisco police? 

, | A.-We pay-- sometimes. 

ne _ Q.-Who collects? 

“ A.-The captain. 

, ; §.-What's his aka, 

NN A.-Just the Ceptein. 

whe Q.-Did you ever try to work, except in a houseflike this? 

A.-Can't work; nobody hire meg no work to doe 


(Q.-What do you have to pay the house for a room? 
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een dollars. 
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A.~Some ime a ey some times ras nights; some times a 


Q--Then you some times entertain seven men a night? 
As -Bvery night-- nearly; some times more. 
Q.-How many girls in the house? 


“Fifteen, twenty, some times more. Some times gitl in 


Q.-How many rooms? 

A.-May be forty. 

Qe“All Italian girls in here? 

A.-May be no. May be French girls, Swede girls, American 
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PM Fernandez de Lizardi, Jose Joaquin 

__ tDialogo ideal por el Pensador Mejicano 
Amp. en la oficina de D. Alejandro Valdés 
_  12p. tp. 8p. c83p. 22cm. eae 


‘No t.-p. Title at beginning of text used 


path 9 Plog ie 


Date of interview Auy. 5,2 


Nationality Italian 


Family Personnel 
Father and mother and 
six children 


Birth--Father was born in 1776 in Turino Italy 


n n 


Mother was borin in 1780 " 


Education-- Father-had an esucation corresponding to an elementary 
‘school education in this country. 
Mother--Elementary, three years high school, three 
years normal school, five years of French, some 
freehand drawing and a choir school of forty pupils 
non-profit. 
Life--Father--left home when 24 to work in the mines of Australia 
Previous to this and since his graduation from school 
he had helped his father in a brick yard. During his 
four years stay in Australia (1900-1904) he picked up 
a scant bit of English from the men and from a tutor 
which he hired. He had worked as an apprentice in a 2 
winery before keaving home which put him in good stead : 
in hig stay in America where the grape and wine industry 
was flourishing. He left Australia because a friend of 
his with sufficient capital persuaded him to come here 
and go into the laundry business. He came directly to 
: San Francisco from Australia. After being in business 
here for two years he sold the business and went back 
to Italy on account of his father's illness. Following 


his father's death (1906) he went into partnership with 
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two of his friends in a winnery, distillery, and cream 
of tartar plant. Due to the prosperous condition of the 
wine industry in California he was persuaded to come to 
San Francisco again in 1912 with his wife and family of 
two. The winnery was built at Healdsburg in Sonoma Co. 
He remained in business there until 1920 when his winnery 
was burned. After prohibition he was engaged in making 
wine for the state. During the first year of their busin ess 
they markeGed 30,000 gallons of their product which had 
increased to 90,000 in 1913. From 1913 until 1920 the 
business grew steadily worse mainly due to the entrance 
of competitors into the field. Following the burning of 
his winnery he went to work as an eneiaesy in San Jose 
for the Harlan Packing Co. He worked at the same time 
partax of his time on a newspaper. At the present 
writing (1934) he is the subscription manager for an 
Italian Catholic newspaper. Since 1929 he has found it 
next to impossible to make his collections and his wife 
has been forced to go to work because of this. He says 
that the conditions here are bad but would not returen to 
the old country for love nor money. 

Politicah and Economic views--Definitely a Roosevelt man 
believing thet the country is on its way back to prosperous 
times. He does not favor socialism theusk-the-ehief 
rveasens-for-this-attsttude He is opposed to strikes and 
does not see the necessity for strike violence and favors 
arbitration as the only way out of industrial disputes. 


To his knowledge Mussolini is handlgng Italy well enough 


but he admits that labor has no say and that unenployment 
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is worse instead of better. He also believes that a 
United States of Europe would help to settle the EHuropean 
situation. 

Mother--A well-educated woman, even tempered, pleasant and 
well mannered with a good command of English. She criticize 
the educational system of Itsly for a lack of schools 
rather than for a lack of the quality of them. The northern 
half of Italy is considered by her as being far better off 
in every way than the southern part. She was required 
to help her mother at home a good bit besides doing her 
own school work. Her father was well acquainted with the 
singer Tomanio wkexkas When her father died her mother 
took up private teaching but she herself wsed to spend her 
summers on the Riviera where she studied French. In 1912 
she camd to San Francisco with her husband and two young 
children . Her impression of New York and all American 
cities was a dissapointment to her. She had visioned 
New York through what she had read and been tolda as 
one of the grandest cities on the globe, but the lack of 
planning, symetry changed this ##& feeling for her. 

She thinks that here art is secondary in consideration to 
industry and utility. In 1920 when her husbands business 
was ruined by fire which demblished his winnery the family 
moved to San Jose. The family later moved up to the bay 
region Bor educational advantages for their children. 
After she lost her money in the stock market crash of 1929 
she went to work in a cannery where she is still employed. 

Children--1. girl, college graduate, living at home. Working 


as an attendant in a blind school at nights. 
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2. girl, graduate nurse of Providence Hospital and took 


post graduate work at Stanford Land. Working and not. 


a living at home. 

‘: | 3. boy, a sophomore in college 

i Ata r lL, 15 a convent despite an offer of a university 
; scholarship 


5. girl, gust graduated from high school and going into 
; nurse's training school, living at home 


6. girl, sophomore in high school and living at home, 
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This man has a little grocery in a district that is 
anything but prosperous. Susiness is very bad and hardly 
gets by. He is rather abrupt and like many others is shy 
on giving information and his body cleanliness could be 

much improved. He says that alone the estuary several people 
are getting by, by peddling drift wood. Will teke in this 
district at a later date. 


Would classify “of lower order”. 
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s grandfather was also a 


Passa s two sons, Melvin and John, bothz grown men, 


8 re engaged with him in the wholesale florist business. so that is 


all, four generations of Carbones have been gardeners of florists. 


John Carbone, Sr., became engaged in the florist business 


-eley and in the hills above North Berkeley. He and his sons’ specialise 
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* in raising orchids and “gardenias for the wholesale market. 


fhe depression has hit the ov chid business badly. Prices 
' @eare only about half what they were before. Orchids are a luxury 
oe the retail price has dropped to $1.50 to 433.00 a blossom. 
Wholesale prices are about half that. This is a reflection of how 
the"upper middle class" have been affected by the depression. | 
The years: of work necessary aay Bhe delicate 1 R | 
plossoms,which last only a.few hours as the corsage of some fair | 
se, C woman, were described by Mr. Carbone and his sons. Exsxssed 7 
o > - Syxmacnsxofxeransxpoxinizationx | | 
Duringathe first year, seeds are germinated in chémical | 
eh gelatine. After that the seedlings are transplanted in tiny pots 
| and retransplanted to larger and larger pots as they increase in / 
size. It is seven years: before a plant begins to produce flowers. 


A And then a plant only produce on an average of two to three flowers 
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DIST.I, Nationality, ITALIAN 
Serial No.18194 Birthplace, PALERMO, ITALY. 
City and Co. of S.F. if Name, Mrs. Antonio Calderoni 


Gertrude L. Willett. 


Identifying eg: 1608 Powell St., S.F. 


THREE WEEKS OLD BABY SURVIVES SHIPWRECK, 
AND HARDTACK DIET, TO BECOME AMERICAN CITIZEN. 


—- Seeneeee eet nns 


The ship on which my parents sailed from Palermo, Italy 
for America, bfoke its rudder within a few weeks out; and there- 
after, for six to seven months, drifted round and round, help- 
lessly, during frightful and continuous storms. The storms, it 
seemed, we could not possibly survive. 

Food and fuel supplies intended to last the trip acposs to 
American shores, were exhausted within a few months, in spite of 
careful rationing. fuel for the engines used up, the captain 
began burning the furntirue for fuel, tables, benches and chairs. 
Then the sailors took down doors for burning, and other available 
wood on shipboard:for running the boilers. Later all passengers 
were given sheets and pillowcases for packing their belongings, 
thus emptying all trunks and chesta that they too might be 
burnea for fuel. 

When the regular food provisions were consumed, there remained 
only hardtack and water. 

I was an infant three weeks ohd, when my parents embarked 
from Palermo for America. My mother was but twenty years old, 
and the terrifying force of the storms, together with the ship's 
plight, so frightened her that her milk stopped. Thus she found 
herself with a young baby less than three months old, without 
milk of any sort or other food suitable for a young infant, 


In fact the following months she had only hardtack softened in 


water for the infant 
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My mother became ill with fright and anxiety. This lack of 
proper food, she was convinced would prove the death of her baby. 

One harrowing day and night followed another. My parents 
both experienced the most acute suffering. Other passengers suffered 
as well. One woman on the ship passed away, leaving three small 
helpless children to accompany their father to a new country. Also 
the father of four children passed ans was buried at sea, leaving 
the mother to go on her way with four children to support. Both 
persons who died hed to be buried at sea, as there were no 
facilities in those days to bring on the bodies. 

My dad, in speaking of the experience, says the ship drifted 
a few miles one day at sea, and appeared to drift again, repeating 
this for days and days. It seemed to keep within e radius of a 
few miaes. 

During all this time while the ship was helplessly drifting, 
my father says we saw only one other ship, 4 long distance away. 
The captain of our ship had distress flegs flying, but we hoped 
in vain for aid. The distant ship madeno effort to stand by or 
come to our aid, if indeed she saw us at all. 

But after passing through a situation seemingly possilbe ot 
survive, our ship was blown toward land, which proved to be the 
shores of Portugal. We finally drifted against this hospitable 
country's shores, near a little fishing village, where fishermen 
and their families came out to our aid. They received the stricken 
ship's passengers with open arms, cering for them in either way, 
providing places to sleep, fresh foods, warm clothing, and aid for 
those who were ill. 


We stayed here in the fishing village while the men tried to 


fix the ship; but the damages were such they found,that considerable 
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time would be required to mare tho vessel sea-wrothy, so it 

was decided to furnish al! the passengers with free transportation 
on another ship. So we took passage on this other Ship forNew 
York. 

As soon as we reached the fishing village, my father had 
written home to Palermo to our families about our predicment 
and rescue; but we found later, that long before this letter 
reached Palermo, our ship had been reported lost, and we were 
mounred as dead. Masses were said, the entire city was draped 
in mourning, and the city had all flags at half mast, for most 
of the ship's passengers were from Palermo, and nearby villages 
on the island of Sicily. 

My grandfather and grandmother had not wanted my young 
mother come to America. It was too far away. She was an only 
daughter, barely twenty years of age, and only married a short 
while, but they finally gave their consent when my father 
promised to only stay two years, then return. So my father made 
his plans to come, for a two year period, to work that time at 
his business, which was designing and making finer shoes for men 
and women. After the two years, he promised, he would go beck 
to Palermo to make his permanent home, 

My father had bought the tickets, and made all plans for 
Sailing, when my mother discovered, much to her consternation 
that a bapy was coming. When my grandparents found this out, 
they definitely refused to allow my mother to leave home on 
this long trip, snder such trying conditions. My father arranged 
about the tickets, setting the sailing date forward, but they 
had to sail, when I was three weeks old, or cancel the tickets 


entirely which meant a forfeit of their cost. So my grandparents : 
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were finally persuaded, and we embarked, as I have said. 

| My father planned to locate in the United States in New York 
City. So when we finally handed in New York, he bought a small 
shoe shop at once, and household furniture for a little home. 
Thus we started life in America. Business was coming with prospects 
very good. But scarcely had three months elapsed since we landed, 
witil my father discovered that echloera had been prevalent for some 
time in New Yark. It had now reached epidemic stages, and it 
was publicly announced that the city was about to be quarantined. 

My mother had not regained her strength yet after the crossing 
experience; I was less than a year old and not a strong baby, 
so my parents consulted and decided it would be best for them to 
get away at once from New York before the quarantine. My father 
hastily sold his shoe shop, stored his funhiniture, and left New 
York very quickly, planning to go down to New Orleans, where he 
had friends. This city was promising as a business venture, my 
father decided, and with friends here he would make this place 
his home for two years instead of New York. 

But upon arriving here, the first thing he learned about the 
city was that Chloera was epidemic here too. iven quarantine was 
threatened. ‘this was alarming news and very disconcerting. But 
my father was by no means helpless as he had money with hin. 

He and my mother again consulted. wy father said; 

"What do you say to getting clear away from this Atlantic 
Coast and this epidemic;. ket's jump right through to the far 
Pacific Coast--to San Francisco, say." This must have been about 


1885 or 1886 for San Francisco was said to be a wonderful new 
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city With great opportunities. 

My mother said she was willing to go anywhere to get away 
ffom the epidemic, get settled and make a home. 

And so they hastily took a train for San Francisco. Upon 
arriving they took a little house on Filbert and Grant Ave., whence 
they lived until 1 was three years old. Onee my father had his 
famiby settled, he began to look for a location. He was introduced 
to the Kasts Shoe Co., the finest shoe house in San Francisco at 
the time. My father was a very fine workman and was immediately 
employed by this firm at a very good salary. His handmade shoes 
sold for $15,$18,and $20 per pair, in women's lines, 18 button 
high shoes, or boots as they were sometimes called. ‘the shoes were 
lined with bright colored satins with procade border top facings. 

my father thus earned a big salary, and he stayed with this 
firm ifor years, in fact until he retired. After he retired, he 
speculated, bought old run down home, renovated and sold them at 
a profit. He is now living here in San franéisco and is 82 years 
old. His name is Minore. 

my mother died some years ago. She grew véry homesick for 
her people, particularly for her mother. She often begged him to 
tage her back to see her mother, or let her go. She was so very 
young when she came away. Sut he would not take or let her go, 
and she never saw her mother and father after leaving home with 
her little three weeks old baby. 1t was so very sad. My father 
had promised faithfully to go back home in two years. My mother 
finally died here wihtout going beck; my grandmother died ten. 


years ago, and soon after my grandmother too passed away. 
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wy mother was only 35 or 40 when she died after NATE ae 
children, three girls and three boys, all living except the second 
baby which came after me, when she was not strong. My poor 
mother grieved greatly for her home and family in Palermo. You 
know it is such a beautiful city on the Northern coast of Sicily, 
bordering on the Tyrrhenian Sea, on the bay of Palermo. Mother 
often told us about the beautiful buildings, churches, cathedrals 
and important schools. 

My mother&s people all had money. ‘they had lived in Palermo 
one generation after another and had been a part of the city's 
life. ‘the schools are very fine. All our people were educated, 
and my mother when she married, had thought to have her children | 
attend these schools where her family had gone. My grandparents 
were peo le of standing socially and in business, and my mother 
would have had her children follow the traditions of her family. 
Et was all so very sad. 

Mrs. Calderoni is married to an Italian in commission business, 
citrus fruits only. She lives in a three story flat building, 
seven rooms each flat, which they own, and which is clear. They 
also own a nice Santa Clara Co. ranch, clear, valued at $15,000 
to $18,000. They own a Millbrae home. ‘they have a daughter and 
son, bright, live intelligent types, all speaking good Knglish. 


Mrs. Calderoni shows her ancestry from a cultrual point of view. 
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Interview #5 -- Glazier 


Family: Italien, 5 children 


Birth: (Note: Thas interview includes the history of the father as well 


as the boy.) 


Father: Born in Genoa Italy in 1848. He had a grade school education 
and started in to work on his father's farm at the age of 10. He work- 
ed for his dad until he was 18, when he came to America. The reason he 
came tothis country arose out of his father's experience in California, 


} , hothecr 
as follows::: His father was-atremdy in California- 


he came over to take 
part in the gold rush of the late 40's and early 50's. He staked out a 
claim near Angel's camp where he was able to gather to gether a $1000 
worth of the yellow dust, when he. returned to Italy to visit his people 
and tell of his adventures in the new land. He stayed with his folks 
two years and then came back to the Bl dorado, recovered his old claim 
and began working it,again setting his goal at another $1000 before he 
should again return to his home country. Before the year was up he had 
gathered in enough for the return journey. ‘This time he had picked out 
a site near the claim where he would build a home on his return when he 
would have his family with him. Also on his second trip he brought his 
son with him whom he left here in California to look after the claim 
and start work on the new home. Because of sickness, the father was 
i never able to return to this country and the boy having taken a liking 
to the place decided to remains='The son worked the father’s claim at 
Angels Camp for a few years until the returns were not sufficient to 
t keep him going when he moved to Contra Costa county and settled in what 
He bought out a share in 


is now Pittsburg. (His boy was born here) 


a vegetable garden and worked it along with some of his Italian friends. 
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This was in 1866. In 1878 he left the truck gardening work to take 

up a peice of government land on the site of what is now Walla-Walla 

Washington. He want there with three of his friends, They were to 

build a log cabin and dlear and cultivate the rich soil. They cabin 

was about half completed and a small area of perhaps 2 acres had been 

cleared when Indian uprisings against the white men set in and two of 

the men decided to return to the shelter of their old home in Pittsburg. 

He as the lone survivor stayed until the cabin was completed and in 

NOvember when winter commenced to set in, decided to follow suit be- 
enracn 2 Var buns - 

cause it was too much of an effort to remain there alone. 

In 1878 the boy was born (the grandson of the origanal comer). When 

he was 5 years old his father sold out the gardens because they would 

no longer pay, and moved to Nortonville where he worked as a labourer 

in the coal mines». The work was too hard here so after locating a better 

place se-stay on Marsh creek, the other side of mt. Diablo, he moved 

after a 6 months stay in the mines. His father bought a 40 acre ranch 


out at Marsh creek where they planted 30 acres into grapes and built a 


winery. They developed a local trade which made necessary the addition of an 


another 40 acres of land planted into grapes and an-increase in the 
building and plant equipment. In 1912 he went to New York to sell his 
produst to the eastern market. Without much effort he was able to 
secure a steady stream of customers and they were doing a fine bus- 
iness when the prohibition act put a stop to it in 1918.. He returned to 
the ranch in 1918 and he and his father proceeded to give away to their 
friends what they could not sell. He was there until 1919 when his 
father didd. He married in this-same-yoar the same year he left for 


new York and he took his wife with him. 
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In 1919 he moved with his wife and mather to San Francisco where he 


bought uot a hardware store. He has had this store sinee- ever since. 


“He moved to the Berkeley in 1923 te-e- commuting every day to carry 
on his business. Mis motley died un \Aake 
Children: Girl: 23, grade and high school education. Preparation for 
work as a hatr dressers 
Boy: 22, grade and 2 years of high school. Mechanic by 
trade but works in a cannery because of failurd to find 
anything in his line. 
Girl: 18, grade and high school. 
Girl: 15, at present in the 9th grade. 


Bey: 13,..% . 


They are all living at home. 
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Date of interview August 1954 


“Born in Palermo, Italy. When three months old he moved to France 
with his mother. His father who was a laborer by trade, died when the 
boy was seven years old. He had not any brothers or sisters. His 
mother is still alive and lives in tunis. When he moved to France he 
and his mother lived at Zaghanan where she worked for two private 
families » She was forced to work very long hours in order to be able 
to support her son and herself and due to this fact she was unable 

to pay much attention to the bringing up of her son who, although 
sent to the public school neglected his studies. At the age of 

eight he started as an apprentice in the shoe industry. His wages 
did not start until he was about thirteen years old. His work during 
this interval Seaueehee of d@ang minor repairs on shoes by means of 
which he became thoroughly acquainted with the shoe making trade, 

The only money he received for this work was an occasional tip given 


him by some wealthy customer, but sometimes his boss used to give 


sy 


him ten or fifteen cents on Sundays to spend at his pleasure. He 
often had to work on Sundays but it was a custom not to work (at 
least for him) on Mondays and then he would go out in the country 


and go rabbit hunting. 


He worked as a journeyman shoemaker from thirteen until he was 
twenty-one years of ace, when he was called for compulsory military 
service by his home country for a period of three years. Prior to 
inde military service he was given furbough of six months during which 
time he visited italy of which he had previously known practically 
nothing having left at such an early age with his mother. During 


his sojourn in Italy he became acquainted with the woman who later 


ieheane shin wife. He sent his wife to France to live with his mother 


re 
+ ee 
a = © 


s or) 
, ~~ " wie & AL AWaeg ae 
o Gr) - ‘ , , : . oa Bam 


' 14 


while he was serving his time in the army. Following his three year 
term in the army he returned to France nets he resumed his trade of 
shoemaker. When he was twenty seven years old he came to the United 
States due to the suggestion of his brother-in-law who lived in New York. 
His first job in the United States was on a canal barge at Frankfurt 
where he worked for eight months. Afther this he went to work in a 

;. saw mill at the same place where he worked for eight years. From 
1914-1917 he was employed in the Remington armory; his task in the 
factory was that of sawing out gun stocks for rifles. He left his 


work at the Remington factory in order to go to California despite 


‘TT ble eS aS. 


the arguments against it by his foreman who had taken quite an interest 
in him. He came to mon Francisco and for eighteen months was unable 
to find any kind of work. Finally he got a job at the Santa Fe shops 
© building bok cars and he stayed at this work for three months. 
A friend of his persuaded him to transfer to another division where 
he was engaged in constructing spring beds and worked there for 
two years. At this point he was asked if he liked this kind of work 
aa he replied to the effect that he liked all kinds of honest work 
but Liked to change around from one thing to another as long as he 
was not engaged in his original line of work (shoemaker). Another 
fiend of his at this time got him a job with his brother in the 
building trade.wikk He worked at all sorts of odd jobs during his 
three years stay with this contracting company and received good 
money but finally quit the job when they had him shovelling 
Sooomuuts due to the long hours he had to put in. After bhis he 
r => went to work for the water company in Oakland company and was engaged 


in digging ditshes. He became tired of this after six months and 


quit. He seems to have been a very conscientious worker because 


his boss on the water company did not want him to quit and offered 
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De odie s00 Pack wt any tine that he nesded work, Next he got a job 
with a plumbing concern digging ditches again. He soon became 
dissatisfied with this job and quit it, but while on his way home he 
got himself a job at a factory that manufactured insulators of 
power lines. At this time the factory was filling a large order 
they had received - contract for ,and as soon as this was completed 

he was let out but went to work very soon after for the Tilden lumber 


company where he worked for five years. 


Since his first Job in 5an Francisco he had never been out of work for 
more than a few days at a time, but after this last job with the 
lumber company he had a very difficult time making both timax ends 


7 meet because for a long time he was only able to get odd jobs of 


_" a few days duration each. Finally when he was about dow to hig 

z ; dast nickel he got a job with the garbage department of Oakland. 

; 

: . He confessed with great frankness that he gms a garbage man 

a " or anything else that was honest so long as he could make some money 

# because he had a family of four children and his wife to take care of, 
a } He was a garbage man for two and a half vearg and then for thirteen 


months he was unemployed.. During this thirteen months of unemployment 
he was only able to get one job and that was only for three dsys and 
was only able to obtain this due to the kindness of one of his 

Eagle lodge-brothers. During this time his family was in great need 
and had to accept charity. He tramped the streets for days on end 
looking for work and was even unable to pay car-fare. ie would take 

a couple of sandwiches with him and stay Rei ree home for several 
days at a time looking for work since he had no means of transportation 


Sx: and at this time was living in Berkeley and most of the opportunities 
r for work were down in Oakland. During one of these prolonged searches 
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for work in Oakland he gave up hope of finding any by himself, and so 
PadTigewastote! Cie police station and appealed to them for help in : 
i 
finding work for him. At the police station the officers were on the 
point of throwing him in jail for vagrancy when a citizen onlooker took 
an interest in him and found him a job through the YMCA. This was 
in construction work and he kept this for four years; he had an 
argument with hid foreman because he thought he was treating the men 
unfairly and so he quit. After quitting this job he was out of work 
for a period of 6 months. Finally unable to fand any sort of work he ia 
figured that with the Aad of about $100 working capital he could go 
back to his old trade. He had some old machines in the back yard which 


needed but little repair and with this sum he could put the old mach- 


inery in working order and pay the first months rent. A friend loaned 


him the money and he set up in business last September.» Since then 
he has barely managed to get along although he says that business i¢ 
growing steadily worse and that if it doesn't improve by September 


he will have to go out of businesses 


He believes that life in the old country was much easier than it has 


been here in the United States, because although wages there did not 


~ 


' amount to much, the cost of living was cheaper, and the person always 


kept to the same line of work, and was generally assured steady em- 
ployment. He would like to go back to the old country for a visit, 
but refuses to 20 and leave his family here, and since he cannot 


afford to take his family, he thinks that he will never go back. 


Family: Has four children and wife, all living at home. 
_ Son, born in France, 22 years old. 
@ne son and one daughter, both born in New York, Son sells 
newspapers, and is 18 years old. Daughter is in high-school 
at the present time. 
One daughter, born in San Francisco, 10 years old, and in 
; slonentary Ula 3 
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When Dominic Kamazotti lended in San francisco in the 


fall of 1904, he found the Bay region so well to his liking, 


and so near like his native Naples, Italy, that he felt like 
he had landed back home again.’ 
| Sausolito in Marin County was a thriving 1littie villeége. 
there was 4 fatr-sized Italian colony there. Everyone wes 
prosperous, work wés plentiful and Wweges high compered with 
his nétive lend. 

He had left a wife snd three children et home when he 


Seiled. He soon found work and setiled in PaUusolito. At 


thet time people hed Just begun to build nice homes in thet 
city end surrounding towns end he found his trede--thet of 
fertilizing end besutifying yeards--highly orofiteble. Soon 
he hed esrned enough money to send for his femily. hey ar- 
rived in the fall of 1905. 

& few months later, in 1906, came the eerthqueke end 
fire in Sean Francisco. He aided in relief work «na efterwerds 
in gardening in Sen Francisco and his business thrived. 

His family grew to seven, five boys end two Birla. AT 
married and scattered to various pleces in Californie, and 
one son locating in Lansas City where he was killed ten yeers 
ago. His wife died eleven years ago. 

Ramazotti is still doing odd jobs at gardening and at 
night teaching music to children of other Italians. He ecom- 


plains the last few years he hes lost considereble of hig 
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a Rare te PA He losks: into the future with little 


hope. Ee doesn’ oy think the new deal will help him much be- 


A een ne is getting too old. 


Isom Shepard 
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Called on 4. at his shop; A is en Italien from Proville of Lomberdy. 
Camé to this country to San Francisco at the age of 17 end lived with 
his uncle. Worked at odd jobs for «= time, went to night school and 

. learned the barbers' trade. 

Was drafted late into American Eped. Forces in 1917, end served 
in France--wounded in leg. 

After being mustered out went back to barbers' trede and now 
owns shop of two chairs. Is prosperous considering times, and admits 
he is better off in the U.S.A. 

Naturalized and ummarried. He is a loyal citizen anc believés 
in American institutions but at the same time believes Mussolini the 
greatest man of the age. Cannot understand why Cernera lost the 
championship. States that Cathedral of Milsn fer superior to eny 
American building. In fact is still Italian in thought «nd prefers 
to speak his mother tongue and associate with people of his native lend. 


Is unreasonable in his argument and of midocre intelligence. 


Edward Jordan. 
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Joe Cordova, 


Italian, 
Aged about 60. 
Bootblabe.at Stand between Market and Mission on 4th street. 


Mr. Cordova doesn't know how long he has been in America, but 
Says “it's a long, long time." He ‘speaks poor English and admits he 
is illiterate. 

Earns approximately $1.25 a day "some days dollar sixty, may be." 

Worked for a time as a fisherman, but said he could not make a 
living wage as a member of a smell boat crew. Was a fisherman in the 
Sardine industry in the Mediterranean. 

Says he could make a good living in ‘his bootbiecking business 
in better times. His business is about on the level with last year 
and the year before; but he never receives a “tip” now. Formerly, he 
could depend on almost $1.00 a dey in gratuities. 


Cordova left Italy because he had heard of fishermen making 


fortunes in California waters. I¢ is not difficult to visualize the 


old fellow as a victim of dishonest boat owners when he entered his 
trade in this country. He is extremely simple. 
Does not know if he has been naturalized. I doubt if he under- 
Stood the question. He received aid from charitable organizations, but 
does not recall when. Wife dead. Son a fisherman "somewhere, don't know 
where.” 
This man is cheerful, despite his small earnings. He appears 


well-fed. 


He would be a radical or conservative or a neutral, depending 


on his company at the moment. 


fae Nee 


" 


| four ta ath AO  Sitasate pa Pash BAN Baxi 


A a cela st Sead 
YG 6°t O wr “ee 


5 He: 
= 

: 
1 


~~aG vorods Le i ah at 


. t ‘ ‘ ; : ae 

¢ sis “ : while Lae 

e % \ e. gw 4 s ee 

. 7 7 
‘ b 5 2 ‘ S of . ‘ 1 Ww ee , 
J t Os 4 oe] 14 she A 
: 
- bus bel oe , . wen. oT 
re o YHiG a 34 
. ‘ 
\ 
i 
; ae pet - gw F ry me rrp ? 
* a0 : ie 8 { v ML VIVES 
+ 

; Pana") 

; icy Lt CL Yate 
‘ ' . b a wee re 


, i / * F hey eu, [ yo 1 
" 3 GNM yey’ 
. 4 , ‘ 
} - é - F. fy fy oh 
i Ae a - : AD, maul il an 2 i Oy 
; . : 
i} 1a, * ry 
y ‘ 4 ‘ . : F ny 
J . : j ‘ - Ot 
‘ 4 . jd aie al r 
ay ; Oo WO i 
§ - r ; f . . mé eis | f 
‘ 2 ’ \ « kv bore 
. 4 " * , co a+ 4 
a ”) tf iia vol’ Gear 
A F T , ) Se ab f rn j ‘ : ti. ead’ Pe Ox e i} Ww 
wb P . . 
1 me J f { \ y eS EH f j, aii Bs i, ‘ 


eer! P Dar mrs OO OVETAVLORIOO TO cBos0sT Ss vet biases 


a Th +) J . 14) fh 


9 ooo tak 40 pov oot et poy 
| ames These peopl 013 het tell 


| nese DORA. gong Deonbwont ob 
15 CD ae igs co flad 4 af pate, 


rine wll fc fivcnaval 


pale 


Sage ng tei at 
olig aie: do not tind " Wh bach orn gua 4 Tako 
Bae soli 


Randel 0 86 | | , 


Bou fay Mwy Db 9 ee 


AGT. 
en oi Nh ATK WX re 


aa 


See } io, 
TELEPHONE TEMPLEBAR 8213 | | GEORGE R. TAGGART 
MANAGEMENT 
{ae 


ioe. 


CLARIDGE HOTEL 


A Comfortable Home for Men and Women 


ped 


FIFTEENTH AND GROVE STREETS 
OAKLAND, CALIF. 


aes iene oof 


wart Cottey 
. TF eta? re 


i ee ELA, > 


oy (re \ re Lec ae. sonteiat. vA 


S448 ete seer 


TNANAD 


| oo. “Pe seats ES ey Spy nt Aine cert lee and nll Pita yh adtind Riis Wren eres ch ee A 


— 


ras 
TELERHONE TEMPLEBAR 8213 GEORGE R. TAGGART 


MANAGEMENT 


CLARIDGE HOTEL 


A Comfortable Home for Men and Women 


FIFTEENTH AND GROVE STREETS 
OAKLAND, CALIF. 


, oa Aes Tha ag FY i A " 
. TA ROOW Ea ROAR aS ; ies “~ : 
omcerdh hi a “9 ‘ we 


A 
4x04 


4 ee , 
ath anh ot . ih’ . met ‘ A 
KOR Sanat «| 
‘ ll a5 Be | anh ~., y de ae 


WMG ; ' been ey hy aa ae Rowe Sn Freier A, 


Ly S 3voea? Dyes, wea rents? 


~~ } has ce eee ee 


f 


a) cay dana A) 4 
hh Fa song Eee . 
‘ ¥) 


4 
sili i 
+ 7 
he 


ee ee. Sa ae - ames as = _ _-- - a aaa a = 


3 P om 
TELEPHONE TEMPLEBAR 8213 ee GEORGE R. TAGGART 
MANAGEMENT 


CLARIDGE HOTEL 


A Comfortable Home for Men and Women 


FIFTEENTH AND GROVE STREETS 
OAKLAND, CALIF, 


“SABE 1 acs 
P OEE NG a ysi2d tt 


“* 
y+ 
' 


EAE OR “Gh aR 
area Ants ae wih preg Shoneyud i. 


4 


“er 
wae : 
. 
3 
ra 
4 


Rates GVoeS . ue Teed bah 
ALIAS ERT le" 


—- eT 
TELEPHONE TEMPLEBAR 6213 { a } GEORGE R. TAGGART 


MANAGEMENT 


CLARIDGE HOTEL 


A Comfortable Home for Men and Women 


FIFTEENTH AND GROVE STREETS 
OAKLAND, CALIF. 


| 
| 


- -- "4. 2 on 


<-—-——_—. eS 


"ws. 


pemet, dine tele el 


ee 


# 


hs el ge me ' 
His ry 4 if Bey a 
~ » ry a 4 
» 


ee aT ae 


“fanabey Peg 
; acini Tt pi 


+EPOR S eC co 


wer er Eitiqat 4s wt, yet) Et chi geet ZBN 


res chk ah ake 
ita vee 


—— 


GEORGE R, TAGGART 
MANAGEMENT 


—> 
TELEPHONE TPMPLEBAR 8213 


CLARIDGE HOTEL 


A Comfortable Home for Men and Women. 


FIFTEENTH AND GROVE STREETS 
OAKLAND, CALIF, 


HEL, Loge ected, Lo uk 
| Wet (Bow me ae Libe pies Cote, 
edness 


THAGOAT A RRATE 
TL at Pop da’. 


PR a ahs Y Se ee ee 
Ni mat ocd sandra, Lad 


Ver 2V Re OPA eae 
WhAS SH aa 


a; ‘ 
ewer th 


Vor hot is 


Mr. X..-. is a tailor. He has a small one-man shop on 
Washington Street, near Leavenworth. Judging by the number of 
his customers, he does a good business; but, by the prices he 
receives for his work, a poor business, so he says. 


He is forty-four years 01d; was born in Spezia, Italy. Hig 
father was a miller who owned a good bit of land, a flour mill, 
and two houses in town; and the family, in which there were sever- 
al children, lived a couple of miles out of town, on the side of 
& mountain. When he was eight years old, he went with his uncle 
to Argentina, and lived there until he was twenty. In school in 
Buenos Aires, he learned to speak Spanish and French, the latter 
being compulsory after the third grade. When he was twenty, he 
went back to Italy to do his army service, and served in the 
carabinieri for five years. He says he had a fine time while in 
the army. In 1912, he came to America, to see the world and to 
make a fortune. ) 


He had already learned his trade before coming here, had a 
little money saved up, went to work immediately, and had no 
troubles to speak of. He started out in Louisville, Kentucky, 
and there married a girl of French descent. His wanderlust took 
him to various cities, Cincinnati, Atlanta, and Detroit, and 
finally to San Francisco, where he has been since 1923. During 
this time he was never out of work, because he owned his own trade 
machinery, and always saved half the money he made. He says that 

most people make conditions worse than they are, because they 
don't think". In San Francisco, until a year ago February, he 
did contract work for Stiegler's, on Market Street; but since 
then, has been his own master. He owns a house across the bay. 
His wife, from whom he is separated, lives there, and a boy of 
twelve, whom he supports. — 


He is not a citizen; has always “thought about it", but 
evidently not very seriously. He wants to return to Italy as 
Soon as he can sell his property. He does not consider any poli- 
tical condition a genuine hindrance to satisfactory living, because, 
as a man with a good trade, he doesn't bother with politics and al- 
Ways gets along. He is a wiry individualist, plain-thinking, and 
happy-go-lucky. He believes, however, that there will soon be a 
Change throughout the world, because “people aren't going to stand 
for hard times" much longer. He says merrily that Russia is the 
only country where things are handled sensibly nowadays. 
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Nationality------ (talian 
(ge 4 birthphace------- Italy 
Bre, Yrs. in U.S.----- 15 
4 ; Sex-------------- female 
AG@-------------- Lo 
se ean ape ae 
size family------ 
single 


Life History 


Came to the United States when 4, Went kekrux thru 
ninth grade. Quit school when her mother died. Since that 
time hasbeen working in the canneries during the summer months 
and about two weeks during the Christmas rush at Newberry's 
store.kn 


Cultural Activity 


Has some talent at painting. “pends much of her time 
making sketches and coloring them with water colors. ias 
made several sketches of members of the family, some eriginal 
heads, and has copied faces of movie actwesses out of movie 
magazines. 

neads the cheap magad nes, true Stery, etc, and occassionally 
a dime novel. 

Prefers dancing to anything else. She goes to at least 
three dances a week. When she works until eight o'clock in 
the cannary she samexsxkame will go to a dance afterwards. 

y If she hasn't a date she mwkkkxgm usually goes to a hell where 
! _ girls get in free and the management serves free bewpr and 
pretzels. 

She also likes movies but enly gees when she is taken 
because she canit afferd, except on rare occassions,to pay 
her own way. 

She buys a new dress every week when she works. wUsually 
they are silk, gayly colored, and about #3. 

She likes to drink and gets drunk about once each week, 

she hates to go te church and thinks religion is “se 
much bunk“. She doesnit feel that her father bedame better 
because he started attending church but rather that he is 
more interested in his church than he is in his kids. 


ITALIAN 


ae 


Thts—mes- came over about 36 years ago. His parents were 


very poor and were not able to send him to school. 
a 


Ny, 


RC 


“they were rena ‘parents, “Dae. money was scarce. their 
home, such as it was, consisted of four rooms in a very poor 
part of Italy. 

They wereall devout Catholics and he went regularly to 
chureh on Sundays. When he was ten years roi the good old 
Priests got odd jobs for him to do, @Pne wowkaniebe a pare 


denon his parents. For, as he laughingly siad, “Wen six young- 


er brothers and sisters, it was they could do to 
find enough spaghetti to go around. 

He worked his way over in a small trading vessel to San 
Francisco. Some years later, while knocking about that city, 
he met some of his countrymen working on the Rail Road tracks, 
where, he also got a job, and stayed on it for six years or | 
more. 

During that time he saved a small amoung of money, and 
having met and courted an Italian girl, he married eggs and | 
came to Oakland and started in a small grocery business of 
his own. 

Five children were born to them, two died, the other 
three received fairly good educations. Their only son married 
an Italian girl and went into business taking a small meat 
market in Grant Avenue, San Francisco. 

The girlg married also) one to an Italian, the other to 
an lrishman. Both are living in Oakland and have children of 


their own. 
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e 
Nationality - Italian - Trieste ~ 1898 
Graduate - Polytechnic of Electrical Engineering - 1924 

- figmmed this a good way to make living 

- but went back to newspaper writing in depression 
Why came to this country? --=~ 
Came xm 8 years ago - did not expect te stay then 

~ still a citizen of Italy, will probably take out papers 
here next year : 

- can't go back to leisurely life of Italy 
Language - only real language Italian (speaks English only for business) 
reads English very easily 
has good speaking vocabulary but distinct accent 
used to speak and write German 
- picked up Czecho-Slovakian when in that country 


‘a 
oe 


Oceupation - while in school helped to support himself and family by 
newspaper writing and making blueprints 
edited the weekly "Critica Spertiva"’ - begun in 1923 
this his "first paper” 
* cepies to be found in library in Florence 
~- 1932-Jumne 1934 edited "Il Gazzettino”, which he fomded, being 
the first Italian newspaper published in, Oakland 
~- also contributes articles, without pay, te "Italia", occasionally 
- now, Secretary of Foreign Affairs of the Italian Chamber of Commerce 
in the East Bay - carries on all correspondence with Italy 
~ also, directing editor of "Rivista Commerciale”, monthly bulletin 
of the Italian Chamber of Commerce of the East Bay 
(see copy attached, Vol. 1, No. 2, with his articles marked) 
only Italian publication in Bast Bay 
- unpaid advisor to all Italian organizations on publicity 
makes contact for them with Oakland Tribune & Post-Snquirer 
- assists James Guaragna in arranging program for Latin-American 
Broadcast (daily?) over KROW 
writes all the advertising matter 
program consists of popular music, folk songs, semi-classical 
erchestra and accordion 


*. for 4 years was an electrical engineer in Italy 
- during war reserve engineer - would say nothing more detailed 
Married - Single (no time for a family) 


Family 
Occupation of father - 
Education of parents - 


Father died when xx 18 

Mother and 3 brothers & 3 sisters live in Italy ~- he only one in Ug 
Corresponds with family regularly 

Occupation of brothers & sisters 
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Relaxation & enjoyment - classicallmmsic and the opera 
, - sings above for own pleasure 
- helps Americans interpret scores of operas 
= used to sing in clubs 


Literature - loves to read good modern books, like Bertramelli - academic 
- read Greek & Latin classics in school 


Clubs - Sons of Italy . 
- Italian-American Federation - on Publicity & Program committees 


Travel - in Czech0-Slovakia 6 months 
- other? 


Philosophy - not what you can do, nor are that counts ~ have to have money for 
people to think you something 
- dislikes the rush & bustle, but could not go back to quiet Italy 
- 22,000 Italian in East Bay, 1/3 born here 
little culture - laborers, low class 
- I create my own job - did this in mber of Commerce 
-~ says he is idealist, dreamer, but ot make his living writing 


Friends - knows only 50 in San Francisco, but these are the leaders 


Would like to do = to write small pol&ahed sketches with strong emotion 
= one episode with classical perfection of diction 
~ friends say his style like Bertramelli 
~ has a short story is going to send to Italy (lst from America) 


- can write love stories, news, or technical articles 


Note 
Is working with promotion af celebration of Columbus in October 
Secured $1000, each from Oakland City Council & Alameda Board of Supervisors 
Italian-American Federation is putting up $2000. 
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Interviews R. Pezzola 
Professor of Accordion, 


Born in Genoa, Italy in 1895. Came to America and 
settled in California in 1904. The following inforration was 
Obtained from Professor Pezzola. He has five brothers all 
musicians on the accordion. Of the six brothers five are teachers 
of music on the accordion. Altho the accordion Orgininated in 
Italy and is known as an Italian instrument it has been much 
improved in America. The Piano accordion was first made in America 
(in San Francisoo) and since then has been made throughout the 
world. The old accordion was an instrument for which no music 
was ever written; the players playing by ear. With the coming 
cof the piano accordion the teaching of the accordien began. 
Professor Caesar Pezzola, oldest brother of R. Pezzola started 
teaching thea accordion in 1920. The Pezzola brothers are gaid 
to be the earliest teachers of the accordion in the world. 

The teaching of the accordion also brought into 
existenceBtle composing of music for the accordion. Professor 


Pezzola transposes music for the accordion. The Pezzola brothers 


have done much to popularize the accordions; the San Frnacigo 


Classes having as many as 300 players. the teaching of this 


instrument amd the composition of music for it ig exclusively 


American as there are no teachers er composers in Italy. The 


popusarity of the instrument in San Francigo and New York is due 


Mainly to its supplementing an Orchestra, 
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